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Our Mission

The church committed to explaining the
Bible for the equipping of the believer,
the evangelizing of the blind, and the
edifying of the body as we endeavor to
bond in the unity of the Spirit.

Worship Service Times
Sunday School:
Online 8:00AM & In-person 8:30AM
Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am
Wednesday Online Bible Study 7:00
pm

Graduation Sunday
Summer is one of the most exciting times for our
youth as it is filled with trips, college visits,
summer jobs, and many other fun activities. It
also is the conclusion of another school year. We
will celebrate our graduates on June 12 as part of
our Graduation Sunday morning 10:00 AM
worship service.
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We are considering restarting the church van pick-up
service soon. There has been much discussion about the
church van and the pandemic. The church van was
providing a vital service to our members in the past.
Research shows that public transportation can be safe
during the pandemic by using face masks, driver and
passengersc not sick, passengers sit far from driver and
each other, windows or vents open for fresh air, limit
number of seats and everyone on the van is fully
vaccinated. As we consider using the vans again we will
discuss these issues with our Transportation Department
Chairpersons and Church Officers. Any input you have
please let us know so we can include it in our decision.

.

GUESS WHO?
Can you guess who this child is in the photo?

Sister Ruth Sanders received an award for “The Longest Continuous
Family” of Greater St. John. The Sanders family has been in GSJ for
90 Years.

Next month we’ll identify this child. Send photos
for the next issue to: RCA72351@sbcglobal.net.
Thanks GSJ members who submitted photos.
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NORTHWESTERN INDIANA DISTRICT
MISSIONARY BAPTIST ASSOCATION
REVIVAL

he Northwestern Indiana District Missionary Baptist Association held a three night Revival at Greater
St. John, May 25th –May 27th. The District Officers and Moderator, Pastor Andre’ A. McGhee
determined that the District was not fully prepared to hold a Board Meeting so the decision was to have
a 3 Night Revival. The Moderator named this a “Reset” Revival.
The speakers for the Revival were Pastor James Lane Jr. of Pleasant Hill Missionary M.B.C., Michigan
City, IN, Pastor Danny Brown of Pilgrim Rest M.B.C., Elkhart, IN., and our Host Pastor Andre A.
McGhee, of Greater St. John M.B.C., South Bend, IN, Moderator of NIDMBA.

The Revival not only included a healthy in-person attendance but also had a live stream presence on
both Facebook and Youtube which added hundreds more viewers each night.
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On February 3, 1943, a German submarine sank an American ship
that was carrying soldiers to Greenland. Hundreds of men found
themselves in the ice cold waters of the Atlantic Ocean. Two United
States Coast Guard ships came to the rescue. On the rescue ships
were men called rescue swimmers. A rescue swimmer would jump
into the water to rescue people who could not swim.
Two of the recue swimmers that night were African Americans.
One was named Warren DeYampert. The other was named Charles
David. These two men stayed in the icy waters for hours helping
save drowning men.
.There were other men who helped save lives that night. Four of them were Army ministers. They lost their
lives while saving others. What they did was told over and over again. People remembered their story.
Almost no one was told of the story of the two African American sailors. They were heroes, but they had
been forgotten. For his heroic service, DeYampert posthumously received the Navy & Marine Corps
Medal and Purple Heart Medal.
In 2017 the U.S. Coast Guard named a Sentinel Class Fast Response Cutter after Warren DeYampert.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY COMMERATIVE SOUVENIR BOOKLET ADS
Have you reserved your spot in the printed history of GSJ’s 100th Anniversary! Ad spaces are still
available in various sizes. Ad prices are based on the size and range from $5.00 to $150.00. There are
opportunities for everyone to place messages, ads, photos, business cards or names in the
Commemorative Souvenir Booklet.
Stop by the Anniversary table setup in the vestibule after the Sunday10:00AM worship service. Or
contact Sister Bettye Green.

VIDEO TAPED INTERVIEWS
Deacon Howard Buchanon (right) continues
his weekly video recording of interviews with
some of Greater St. John members. These
interviews enable our congregation to both
hear the stories and see some of the people
who were descendants of the founders of
Greater St. John. The videos are shown
monthly on various weeks at our 10:00 AM
Sunday morning worship services. Videos can
be viewed on Facebook and YouTube.
GREATER ST. JOHN HISTORY DURING 1954
In 1954 St. John Baptist Church (our former name) celebrated the 10th anniversary of Pastor Bernard
L. White. During 1954 Pastor White held the positions of co-chairman of the Educational Committee
and board member of the National Council of Christians and Jew.
In 1954 the church purchased the Parsonage at 218 North College Street, within months the
$12,000.00 purchase price was paid off with proceeds from the sale of the old Parsonage at 130
North Adams Street.
In 1954 St. John Baptist Church had eighteen auxiliaries all of which were represented in the Indiana
Baptist Association. St. John was also represented annually in the National Baptist Convention. In
addition, in 1954 there was a Co-Educational Youth Department organized.
In 1954, Rev. William Hayes who grew up from childhood in St. John was ordained to the ministry.
Also in the same year, Brother Grady Thomson and Brother Allen Smith were licensed to preach.
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