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The Greatest Gift of All Doesn’t Come from a store.  
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Karen Anderson Christian Experience

Vickie Beasley Christian Experience

Cameron Boyd Candidate for Baptism

Clayton Bush Reinstatement

Clayton Bush Jr. Candidate for Baptism

Jackiem Donaldson Candidate for Baptism

Dwight Hunter Christian Experience

Alesia Ivory Christian Experience

Blake Wesley Candidate for Baptism
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Worship Service Times 

Sunday School: 

 Online 8:00AM & In-person 8:30AM 

Sunday Morning Worship: 10:00 am 
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Our Mission 

The church committed to explaining 
the Bible for the equipping of the 
believer, the evangelizing of the 

blind, and the edifying of the body as 
we endeavor to bond in the unity of 

the Spirit. 

!  

 

Please join us in offering a warm welcome to the 

following new members to our Church family 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Winter Weather Policy 

Weather in the winter months can sometimes 

alter our schedules and planned events. In the 

event of bad weather, cancellation of our 

worship services or other church related events 

notification will be sent to the following media 

sources:  WSBT and WNDU. 

In addition, a phone blast will be sent out also. 
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Our Custodians are keeping our sidewalks clean 

both day and night. Sidewalks and parking lots are 

a high priority when it comes to safety of GSJ 

members and guests. 

If you have any questions or comments related to 

our snow removal program ask any Trustee Board 

member  
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WATCH NIGHT SERVICE: You are invited to join us for our Watch Night Service on Saturday, 

December 31st at 6:00 PM at Greater St. John Missionary Baptist Church or online. 

 

Joining us will be Pastor Ray E. Owens of Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church and Pastor Keith D. 

Witherspoon of Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church. 

 

For those who wish to come to the church, your temperatures will be checked and masks are required. 

If you or someone you know is uncomfortable with these protocols, please feel free to join us via live 

stream on our Facebook page or YouTube Channel. 
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MICHELLE HOWARD HAD A NAVY CAREER FILLED 

WITH FIRSTS 

She was the first black woman to command a warship when in 1999 she 

took the helm aboard the USS Rushmore, an amphibious dock landing ship. 

She was the first woman to graduate from the Naval Academy to achieve the 

rank of rear admiral. She was also the first black woman to command an 

expeditionary strike group at sea, where she made her mark on a global 

stage. 

In 2009, she led the Virginia Beach-based Expeditionary Strike Group 2 

when it was deployed off the coast of Africa. The Norfolk-based cargo ship 

Maersk Alabama had been boarded by Somali pirates and its captain was 

being held hostage aboard a life raft for ransom. It was Howard’s job to set 

him free. She had only been on the job aboard the amphibious assault ship 

USS Boxer for a week. 

 

 

 
 

Like so many other times in life, Howard succeeded. The episode was later turned into the Tom Hanks 

film “Captain Phillips. Howard’s career continued to flourish after that. She became the first black 

woman promoted to the three-star rank in the U.S. Armed Forces when she became deputy commander 

of Fleet Forces Command, based in Norfolk. She then became the first woman to become a four-star 

admiral in the Navy in 2014 when she was named vice chief of naval operations, the second highest-

ranking officer in the Navy. 

Howard retired from the Navy in 2017 after completing her last assignment as the commander of naval 

forces in Europe and Africa. 

Submitted by Brother Ray Turner 
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