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2025 MARCH RALLY FUNDRASIER 

MOTHERS OF THE BIBLE WORD SEARCH 

 

The Greater St. John family thanks everyone who made a 

donation or participated in anyway in our 2025 March 

Rally Fundraiser. Your donations provided the funds we 

need to renovate, upgrade and switch the restrooms in the 

lower level of the church. 

On Sunday, April 13th March Rally was held after the 

Sunday morning worship services. We had the roll call 

and recognized each March Rally team Captain and team 

members that were in attendance. After rollcall Team #4 

Team Captains Sister Cynthia Moore and Deacon Mark 

Green were crowned 2025 March Rally King and Queen 

for raising the most money.  
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To the ten March Rally teams who gave their time, energy, and financial resources to make the March 

Rally a success, thank you! Thank you for your hard work and persistence. None of this would be 

possible without you. 

But let it be [the inner beauty of] the hidden 

person of the heart, with the imperishable 

quality and unfading charm of a gentle and 

peaceful spirit, [one that is calm and self-

controlled, not overanxious, but serene 

and spiritually mature] which is very 

precious in the sight of God. 1 Peter 3:4 

Missionary President Willa Mae Frison 

MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT  
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With her flowing robes, flaming torch held high, and crown radiating out to the 

world like a beacon of hope, the Statue of Liberty has stood as an American 

emblem off the coast of New York for over two centuries. As the first American 

sight immigrants saw when they arrived at Ellis Island, with her pedestal bearing 

the words, "Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled masses yearning to 

breathe free…" Lady Liberty has long been synonymous with the American 

tradition of welcoming immigrants. 

But that's not actually what she was made for. French politician Édouard de 

Laboulaye conceived of the idea for the Statue of Liberty to be built as a gift from 

France to the United States in 1865, the year the U.S. Civil War ended. That timing 

wasn't a coincidence. Laboulaye was a staunch abolitionist and president of the 

French Anti-Slavery Society, and his views were central to his commissioning of 

the statue. The statue was to be a gift celebrating the end of slavery in the U.S., as 

well as the centennial of the nation's founding and a symbol of good relations 

between France and America. Its ties to immigration wouldn't come until decades 

later. 

The original design had Lady Liberty holding broken chains in her left hand, not the tablet 

we see today. Sometime between the original drawings and the final design, those chains 

were moved to her feet, where they aren't visible unless you are flying through the air 

over them, and the tablet bearing the date July 4, 1776 in Roman numerals took their 

place. 

Since the of the exclusion of the statue's anti-slavery origins, the Statue of Liberty national 

monument and museum has updated its educational program to include them. For some, 

it might seem like a mere factual correction, but for Black Americans who visit the Statue 

of Liberty, it could potentially change their whole relationship to her symbolism. 

THE ORIGINAL MEANING OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY 

wasn't a coincidence. Laboulaye was an abolitionist and president of the French Anti-Slavery Society, 

and his views were central to his commissioning of the statue. The statue was to be a gift celebrating 

the end of slavery in the U.S., as well as the centennial of the nation's founding and a symbol of good 

relations between France and America. Its ties to immigration wouldn't come until decades later. 

The original design had Lady Liberty holding broken chains in her left hand, not the tablet we see today. 

Sometime between the original drawings and the final design, those chains were moved to her feet, where they 

aren't visible unless you are flying through the air over them, and the tablet bearing the date July 4, 1776 in 

Roman numerals took their place. 

Since the of the exclusion of the statue's anti-slavery origins, the Statue of Liberty national monument and 

museum has updated its educational program to include them. For some, it might seem like a mere factual 

correction, but for Black Americans who visit the Statue of Liberty, it could potentially change their whole 

relationship to her symbolism. 

The original design had Lady Liberty holding broken chains in her left hand, not the 

tablet we see today. Sometime between the original drawings and the final design, 

those chains were moved to her feet, where they aren't visible unless you are flying 

through the air over them, and the tablet bearing the date July 4, 1776 in Roman 

numerals took their place. 

Once exclusion was raised about the statue's anti-slavery origins, the Statue of Liberty 

national monument and museum updated its educational program to include them. 

For some, it might seem like a mere factual correction, but for Black Americans who 

visit the Statue of Liberty, it could potentially change their whole relationship to her 

symbolism. 

For some, it might seem like a mere factual correction, but for Black Americans who visit the Statue of Liberty, 

it could potentially change their whole relationship to her symbolism. 

When Black people walk through, you hear white people say, 'Oh well, you know, my great, great, and my 

great great…' but Black people feel no connection to Lady Liberty. But how much prouder would they be if 

they knew that their ancestors didn't come through Ellis Island, they came chained together in the belly of ships, 

that she was standing on those shackles? How much prouder would those young people be?  

Submitted by Brother Ray Turner 

https://www.upworthy.com/in-1983-magician-david-copperfield-made-the-statue-of-liberty-vanish-heres-how-he-did-it
https://www.upworthy.com/yo-yo-ma-performed-a-moving-concert-at-the-u-s-mexico-border-to-protest-trump-s-immigration-policy
https://www.upworthy.com/springfield-residents-conquer-with-love
https://www.upworthy.com/the-forgotten-origin-of-the-statue-of-liberty-is-a-symbol-for-how-we-treat-our-history-ex1
https://www.nps.gov/people/edouard-rene-de-laboulaye.htm#:~:text=As%20the%20president%20of%20the,liberty%20for%20all%20was%20possible.
https://www.nps.gov/people/edouard-rene-de-laboulaye.htm#:~:text=As%20the%20president%20of%20the,liberty%20for%20all%20was%20possible.
https://www.nps.gov/people/edouard-rene-de-laboulaye.htm#:~:text=As%20the%20president%20of%20the,liberty%20for%20all%20was%20possible.
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Join Joseph on his journey from 

prison to palace! 

Welcome to our 2025 Holy Land 

Adventure! In Egypt, everyone gets to 

explore first-hand the culture of Joseph’s 

world. Alongside Joseph, they'll 

experience the heartbreaking trials, 

joyous victories, and tear-filled 

celebrations of this unique Bible hero. 

Go back in time as God’s Word comes 

alive! Experience the tastes, smells, and 

sounds from Old World towns and the 

people we’ve read about in the 

Scriptures. Explore an array of Egyptian 

shops in our marketplace as you enjoy 

traditional Bible-times customs, 

occupations, food, and even games! 

 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION SUNDAY, JUNE 8, 2025 

experience the heartbreaking trials, joyous victories, and tear-filled celebrations of this unique Bible 

hero. Go back in time as God’s Word comes alive! Experience the tastes, smells, and sounds from 

Old World towns and people we’ve read about in the Scriptures. Explore an array of Egyptian shops 

in our marketplace as you enjoy traditional Bible-times customs, occupations, food, and even games! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MONDAY, JUNE 23RD THURSDAY TO JUNE 26TH 

 BUSINESS PARTNER SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

We are excited to announce the opportunity for our business partners to sponsor our monthly 

newsletter. As a sponsor, your business will gain visibility and connect within and outside of our local 

community. Our church newsletter has a growing, dedicated and engaged audience of online, mail, 

email and hard copy readers. This is not just advertising; it's a way to foster strong relationships and 

build trust. 

Please feel free to reach out to me directly, Richard Armstrong at RCA72351@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

or 574-315-7473 for any questions. Thank you for considering this opportunity.                                             

We look forward to the possibility of working together. 
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First and Fifth Sundays are days of white dress for the Missionary Society. 
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Thank you for the successful Missionary Department Fish Fry and a special thanks to all those who 

participated in the purchase, transport, preparation, serving, sales and cleanup. The proceeds support the 

many programs, and auxiliaries of Greater St. John. Missionary President. Sister Willa Mae Frison
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