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In a warm and inviting setting in the lower-level of Greater St. John the Combined Youth Ministry 

(CYM) hosted a unique event for our youth ages 5–12. A pizza dinner with Pastor McGhee. Along 

with enjoying a meal together, the gathering provided youth an opportunity to be engaged in 

meaningful conversations in an informal setting. Holding the event in the lower-level of our church 

proved to 

 

 

 

Holding the event in the lower-level of our church proved to be a good way to make the interactions 

feel friendly. It allowed our youth to see their pastor is not just a person behind the pulpit, but someone 

they can talk with openly and comfortably. The CYM members were also delighted as they listened to 

the heartfelt conversations taking place at each table. This setting reinforced an important lesson for 

our youth that learning about their faith is not confined to the walls of the sanctuary of the church. 

After the pizza dinner and conversations with the pastor were over the evening continued, the youth 

were shown the animated movie “King of Kings.” One the movie was over the afternoon came to a 

close. On their way out, youth were treated to free children’s books and gift bags. They left with more 

than just a filled stomach. They enjoyed an afternoon with Pastor McGhee and experienced his 

willingness to answer their questions and share his wisdom which left a lasting impression on the hearts 

of these young people. Pastor closed the afte rnoon with a prayer. 
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delighted as they listened to heartfelt conversations at each table. This setting reinforced an important 

lesson for our youth that learning about their faith is not confined to the walls of the sanctuary. 

After the pizza dinner and conversations with the pastor were over the evening continued, the youth 

were shown the animated movie “King of Kings.” Once the movie was over the afternoon came to a 

close. On their way out, youth were treated to free children’s books and gift bags. They left with more 

than just a filled stomach. They enjoyed an afternoon with Pastor McGhee and experienced his 

willingness to answer their questions and share his wisdom which left a lasting impression on the 

hearts of these young people. Pastor ended the afternoon with a closing prayer. 

CHURCH SECURITY UPDATE 

In recent years, church security has become very important as churches face potential incidents like 

emergencies, theft, and acts of violence. We have recognized the responsibility we have ensuring the 

safety and well-being of our members and guests. During the past few years, we have committed to 

improving security of facilities. We have installed security cameras, replaced traditional lock and key 

systems with electronic locks and added smart intercoms. 

Recently you may have noticed or you may have been greeted by a South Bend Police officer on 

Sunday mornings. After meeting with Police Officer Jalen Lee to discuss how to enhance security of 

our church we hired a police officer to patrol the grounds and facilities during Sunday service. This is 

a precautionary measure to keep everyone safe as we continually evaluate our security plans. In 

addition, there will be a South Bend Police car stationed in our parking lot to monitor parking areas 

during Sunday services.   
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wasn't a coincidence. Laboulaye was an abolitionist and president of the French Anti-Slavery Society, 

and his views were central to his commissioning of the statue. The statue was to be a gift celebrating 

the end of slavery in the U.S., as well as the centennial of the nation's founding and a symbol of good 

https://www.nps.gov/people/edouard-rene-de-laboulaye.htm#:~:text=As%20the%20president%20of%20the,liberty%20for%20all%20was%20possible.
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First and Fifth Sundays are days of white dress for the Missionary Society. 
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THE BROOKLYN ROYAL GIANTS 

Everyone knows the Brooklyn Dodgers. Everyone knows Jackie Robinson breaking baseball's color barrier 

in 1947. But what they don't tell you: Brooklyn's baseball legacy in the Black community started 42 years 

earlier when the Brooklyn Royal Giants took the field in 1905, becoming one of the most dominant teams on 

the East Coast. While Robinson was making history, the Royal Giants had already claimed Eastern 

Championships in 1909, 1910, 1914, and 1916, and featured Baseball Hall of Famers like "Pop" Lloyd and 

"Smokey Joe" Williams. This was Brooklyn baseball royalty that the history books forgot to mention.  

 

Brooklyn's Negro League roots run even deep with the Brooklyn Eagles, who lit up Ebbets Field for one 

season in 1935 under the ownership of Abe and Effa Manley. With future Hall of Famer Leon Day on the 

mound and manager Ben Taylor calling the shots, the Eagles brought hall of fame caliber baseball talent to 

the same field where Robinson would later make history. (submitted by Sister Jean Armstrong) 
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(Solution to Christian Christmas Challenge 

Word Search Puzzle from page 3) 
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