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THE MESSENGER JANUARY 2026 

RECOGNIZING ACTIVE MEMBERS WHO HAVE REACHED THE BLESSED 

AGE OF NINETY AND BEYOND 

Occasionally this newsletter joyfully celebrates and recognizes senior saints that are currently active 

members of our congregation. This year we are recognizing members who have reached the blessed 

milestone age of ninety and beyond. This celebration was created to recognize and thank God for those 

whose faith and service have endured through the years. Many have been lifelong members, growing 

up in Greater St. John and serving faithfully in various ministries. Others joined later in life but have 

demonstrated the same devotion, spiritual fruit, and service. Below are five of these members: 

 
Their godly wisdom, blessed longevity, and unwavering love for God and His people are shining 

examples of Christian living. Through this tribute, we honor God for their lives and their service.  

Bible Study Returns 

Wednesday, January 14th in-person (11:45 

am) and virtual (7:00 pm) Bible Study 

returns. 

The Bible is a complete library of history, 

poetry, short stories, letters, visions, and 

moral instruction. The Bible was written 

over a span of more than a thousand years. 

Bible study is led by our Pastor/Teacher. 

Rev. André A. McGhee. 

 

 

 

 

BIBLE QUIZ ABOUT MOSES 

Moses is one of the most important and well-known Bible 
figures. Let’s see how much you know about Moses.  

1)  How many spies did Moses send to Canaan? 

2)  How long did Moses live? 

3)  What was the name of Moses’ sister? 

4)  On which mountain did Moses receive the 10 

Commandments   

5)  What tribe was Moses from? 

6)  Which sea did Moses part? 

7)  How did the angel of the LORD appear to Moses? 

8)  In which river was baby Moses’ basket floating? 

9)  What was the name of Moses brother? 

10)  What was the name of Moses’ mother? 

(see answers below)      
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wasn't a coincidence. Laboulaye was an abolitionist and president of the French Anti-Slavery Society, 

and his views were central to his commissioning of the statue. The statue was to be a gift celebrating 

the end of slavery in the U.S., as well as the centennial of the nation's founding and a symbol of good 

BRIEF 2025 YEAR IN REVIEW 

FACILITIES: Renovated/swapped lower-level Restrooms. Retiled kitchen and hallway floors. 

Renovated Baptismal platform/resealed pool. Replaced carpet with tile in elevator, replaced freezer, 

rewired TV monitors/replaced speaker in kitchen to view and hear sanctuary activities. 

ATTENDANCE: Our in-person attendance averaged 200 

people per week this year. That was a 7% increase over the 

previous year of 187 people per week. Our membership 

increased by 36 people, with 20 Baptisms, 15 Christian 

Experience, and one Reinstatement. 

OUTREACH: Supported community/families by donating to Cultivate Food Rescue, Vacation Bible 

School, Brotherhood Shepherds Breakfast, Fall Festival, Weekly Food Pantry, Lott Carey, Turkey 

Give-Away and our Benevolent Fund. Also, our Tent, Revival, Back to School Rally and dinner event. 

YOUTH MINISTRIES: Experienced growth and engagement with our youth. Combined Youth 

Ministry launched a successful Youth Oratorical program and youth Sunday School classes and youth 

choirs continue growing. 

 

 WATCH NIGHT SERVICE: We ended the year hosting our Annual Watch Night Service with five 

churches worshiping together at Greater St. John (Pastor André A. McGhee). Participating were, 

Second Baptist Church (Pastor Andre Wells Sr.), Pilgrim Baptist Church (Pastor H. Gregory Haygood), 

Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church (Pastor Ray Owens), and Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church 

(Pastor Keith Witherspoon). The sanctuary was filled with anticipation as we worshipped, praised and 

heard the preached word from five Pastors. 

. 

https://www.nps.gov/people/edouard-rene-de-laboulaye.htm#:~:text=As%20the%20president%20of%20the,liberty%20for%20all%20was%20possible.
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First and Fifth Sundays are days of white dress for the Missionary Society. 
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       THE MESSENGER 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY: God has given us a new year. A new year to begin again, to rededicate ourselves 

to a life pleasing unto the Lord our Savior, to be renewed in 2026. 

Ephesians 4:22-24 22 that, regarding your previous way of life, you put off your old self [completely discard 

your former nature], which is being corrupted through deceitful desires, 23 and be continually renewed in the 

spirit of your mind [having a fresh, untarnished mental and spiritual attitude], 24 and put on the new self [the 

regenerated and renewed nature], created in God’s image, [godlike] in the righteousness and holiness of the 

truth [living in a way that expresses to God your gratitude for your salvation]. 
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AMERICA’S FIRST FREE SLAVE SETTLEMENT 

Fort Mose Historic State Park in Florida is the site of the first 

legally sanctioned free African settlement in what is now the 

United States. Established in 1738, it provided refuge for 

Africans escaping slavery in British colonies, pledging allegiance 

to Spain and the Catholic Church. The fort was a sanctuary for 

fugitive slaves seeking liberation from the tyranny of English 

slavery amidst a large-scale power struggle between European 

powers in the New World. The site has been recognized for its 

national significance in the history of the United States and is a 

featured site on the Florida Black Heritage Trail.  

In 2024, leaders broke ground to begin a $3.1 million 

reconstruction of Fort Mose. On May 9, 2025 partners gathered 

to celebrate completion of the full-scale 1738 fort at Fort Mose 

Historic State Park. (submitted by Ray Turner) 
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LINDA JOHNSON  RECOGNIZED 

FOR HER KWANZAA SERVICE  

Our very own Sister Linda Johnson 

was recognized for her dedication 

and volunteer service to the South 

Bend Chapter of Indiana Black Expo. 

During the St. Joseph County Public    

Library’s annual Kwanzaa celebration Linda has 

volunteered to help for years with the ceremony that 

honors unity, community service and local elders. 

Linda assists with the drum ceremonies and         

candle lighting.  
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